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Welcome  to  Avila 


A Message  from  the  Athletic  Director 

Welcome  to  Avila  University  for 
another  exciting  season  of 
Eagle  Athletics. 

I,  along  with  all  members  of  the 
Avila  Athletic  department  want  to 
thank  you  for  your  support  of  our 
programs  and  students.  The  opportu- 
nities that  athletics  provides  our  stu- 
dent-athletes are  countless,  and  we 
are  happy  to  provide  them  for  their 
overall  growth  as  an  individual. 

Athletics  began  at  Avila  in  1974  with  an  intercollegiate  Men’s 
Basketball  program.  That  single  program  evolved  into  an  athlet- 
ic department  that  today  is  proud  to  sponsor  and  support  1 2 var- 
sity level  teams. 

Athletically  we  sponsor  and  support  a variety  of  co-curricular 
activities  for  our  students  that  include  men’s  sports  of  baseball, 
basketball,  football,  soccer  and  volleyball.  On  the  women’s  side 
we  sponsor  basketball,  golf,  soccer,  softball,  and  volleyball.  In 
addition  to  these  ten  sports  we  sponsor  and  support  a competi- 
tive Dance  team  and  Cheer  Squad. 

Avila  University  is  proud  to  have  the  distinction  of  being  the 
only  liberal  arts  institution  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri  that  com- 
petes at  the  NAIA  level.  We  are  proud  of  our  accomplishments 
and  history  and  are  looking  forward  to  our  continued  growth  and 
development  as  a department. 

Thank  you  for  your  interest  in  Avila  Athletics  and  I look  forward 
to  seeing  you  at  many  more  events  this  year.  GO  EAGLES! 

Sincerely, 

Mike  Sharpe 
Director  of  Athletics 
GO  EAGLES! 


A Message  from  the  President 


Welcome  to  another  year 
of  exciting  athletics  at 
Avila  University. 

All  of  us  at  Avila  congratu- 
late our  student  athletes  on 
their  achievements  in  sports 
as  well  as  in  the  classroom. 

The  Avila  athletic  programs 
include  football,  basketball, 
soccer,  volleyball,  baseball, 
softball,  golf,  competitive  dance,  and  cheer. 

Our  athletic  program  enables  our  students  to  pursue 
excellence,  develop  camaraderie,  and  enjoy  the  spirit  of 
competition. 

The  Avila  community  wishes  all  of  our  teams  great  suc- 
cess this  year  and  welcomes  everyone  to  enjoy  the 
excitement  of  athletics  at  Avila. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas  E.  Gordon,  J.D.,  LL.M 

President 

Avila  University 
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2004  Season  Outlook 


When  head  coach  Tim  Johnson 
takes  the  field  with  the  Eagles 
this  season,  he'll  see  a lot  of  familiar 
faces.  Avila  returns  a veteran  squad  that 
has  the  potential  to  place  in  the  top  third 
of  the  always  tough  Heart  of  America 
Athletic  Conference.  Coming  off  a 5-5 
season  in  which  Avila  won  its  last  5 out 
of  6 games,  the  Eagles  should  have 
some  momentum  going  into  the  2004 
campaign. 

AU  returns  1 7 starters  from  last  sea- 
son; 8 on  offense  and  9 on  defense.  This 
group  will  form  the  nucleus  of  Coach 
Johnson's  fourth  year  program. 

The  Eagles  return  four  All-HAAC 
selections  on  offense;  running  backs 
Ahmad  Ashkar  and  Kevin  Furderer,  and 
offensive  linemen  John  Mulnix  and 
Celeccio  Hernandez.  Johnson  expects 
there  to  be  a battle  at  the  quarterback 
position.  Brandon  Allen  started  in  ’02 
and  played  significantly  in  ‘03,  and  Jeff 
Stone  who  has  had  game  experience  in 


’01  and  ’02  and 
was  out  with  an 
injury  in  ‘03. 

Both  of  them  will 
be  ready  to  com- 
pete for  the 
Eagles  this  fall. 

On  defense 
the  Eagles  also 
return  four  All- 
HAAC  selections; 
defensive  backs 
Aaron  Jones  and 
Steve  Miller,  and 
defensive  linemen 
Jerald  Groves  and 
Travis  Myers.  For  the  Eagles  to  be  suc- 
cessful on  defense,  they  must  build  on 
their  previous  game  experience. 

The  Eagles  return  their  two  All- 
HAAC  kickers.  Massimo  Scaccia  will 
do  the  place  kicking  and  Matthew 
Witcher  will  punt  and  do  the  holding  for 
Scaccia  on  PAT’s  and  EC’s. 


According  to  the  coaching  staff,  the 
Eagles  had  an  intense  spring  in  the  weight 
room  and  on  the  practice  field.  The  play- 
ers exhibited  tenacity,  enthusiasm,  and 
unification.  With  three  varsity  seasons 
under  their  belts  and-a  large  core  of  sen- 
iors, the  2004  Eagles  should  be  very  com- 
petitive in  the  HAAC.  Go  Eagles! 
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Coaching  Staff 


Head  Coach  - Tim  Johnson 


Avila  University  head  football  coach 
Tim  Johnson  took  over  the  helm  of 
the  startup  program  at  Avila  back  in  the 
spring  of  1999.  With  the  fourth  year  of 
varsity  competition  in  the  tradition-rich 
HAAC  on  tap  for  this  fall,  Johnson 
expects  his  team  to  be  ready  for  action. 

A graduate  of  Rockhurst  High  School 
in  Kansas  City,  Johnson  was  a four-year 
starter  at  William  Jewell  College  (Mo.),  earning  All-American 
honors  at  linebacker  and  Academic  All-American  status  in  the 
classroom.  A graduate  with  honors  from  Oxford  University  in 
England,  Johnson  holds  a Master's  degree  in  Education  from 


the  University  of  Memphis  and  is  a Certified  Strength  & 
Conditioning  Specialist  (C.S.C.S.). 

His  coaching  career  has  taken  him  to  many  corners  of  the 
world,  literally  - John.son  coached  for  many  years  in  the  off 
season  as  a head  coach  in  Finland.  In  the  United  States,  he 
earned  his  reputation  as  a linebacker  coach,  defensive  coordi- 
nator, and  a strength  & conditioning  coach  at  Lambuth 
(Tenn.),  Baker  (Kan.)  and  Lindenwood  (Mo.),  all  of  whom 
made  the  N.A.I.A  National  Playoffs  during  his  stay.  Johnson 
will  also  serve  as  the  Offensive  Coordinator  for  the  Eagles. 

Johnson  and  his  wife,  Eija,  have  two  sons  - Eero  (10)  and 
Teo  (5). 


Jeremy  Milne 
Quarterbacks 


Mike  Riley  Tom  Johnson 

Offensive  Line  Kickers/Punters 


Floyd  Peterson 
Defensive  Coordinator 


Bruce  Young 
Running  Backs 


Ivan  Pearl 

Defensive  Secondary 


Patton  Connour 
Wide  Receivers 


James  Sanders 
Equipment 


Brennen  McCarty 
Linebackers 


Go  Eagles 
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Eagle  Offense 


Eight  starters,  plus  several  other  contributing  players,  return  to  give  the  Eagles  excellent  experience  in  many  key  areas.  The 
Eagles  will  continue  to  utilize  the  split  back  veer  offense  where  the  running  game  sets  up  the  big  play  pass.  In  2003,  the 
Eagles  ranked  nationally  in  the  top  20  in  rushing  . During  spring  practice,  the  coaches  concentrated  most  of  their  energy  on 
implementing  a more  detailed  passing  game.  This  should  balance  out  the  2004  Eagle  offense. 


Quarterbacks 

Brandon  Allen  and  Jeff  Stone,  combine  to  give  the  Eagles  plenty  of 
game  experience.  Both  excel  in  different  areas  of  the  offensive 
scheme,  which  should  make  things  interesting. 


Tight  Ends  and  Receivers 

Colter  Nielson  and  Bo  Kobecheski  are  ideal  tight  ends  for  the  split 
back  veer  offense.  Their  size  and  speed  allow  then  to  be  effective 
blockers  as  well  as  able  receivers.  Bryan  Gros,  a solid  downfield 
blocker  with  excellent  hands,  will  be  the  wide  receiver  with  the 
most  experiences.  Rounding  out  the  receiver  position  are  Blake 
Anderson  and  William  Perkins. 


Backfield 

This  is  an  area  of  strength  for  the  Eagles,  both  in  quality  and  quanti- 
ty. Ahmad  Ashkar  and  Kevin  Furderer,  last  year’s  two  All-HAAC 
runningbacks,  return  for  their  final  seasons.  Turner  Elkins  and 
Dennys  Rodriguez  will  look  for  a spot  in  the  rotation.  Also  in  the 
mix  will  be  Cbarlie  Kim  and  Phillip  Dean. 


Offensive  Line 

The  Eagles  offensive  line  returns  four  out  of  five  starters  from  last 
season.  This  will  be  the  fourth  season  center  John  Mulnix  and  tack- 
les Celeccio  Hernandez  and  John  Freeman  will  play  along  side  each 
other.  Junior  college  transfer,  Gary  Ellis,  is  also  a returning  starter 
at  guard.  Roger  Stark  and  Tayne  Preno  will  be  competing  for  the 
other  guard  position.  This  is  the  Eagles  most  solid  offensive  group. 
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Eagle  Defense 


With  nine  starting  players  returning  on  defense,  the  Eagles  should  continue  to  improve  in  2004.  They  are  bigger,  stronger, 
and  faster  and  have  an  abundance  of  experience.  The  Eagle  defense  has  the  potential  to  be  one  of  the  top  units  in  the 
HAAC  and  potentially  the  nation.  The  goal  of  the  2004  Eagle  “D”  is  to  create  team  and  crowd  excitement. 


The  Linebackers 

The  linebacking  core  will  be  a solid  unit  with  returning  starters 
David  Garner,  Kevin  Amos,  Mohamad  Raduan,  and  Anthony 
Rigolizzo.  This  group  as  a whole  is  strong  and  relentless.  Nick 
Tebbe,  Brian  Poterbin,  Mickey  Nolan,  and  Justin  Foster  will  be 
standout  special  teams  players  and  solid  linebackers.  This  unit  as  a 
whole  has  the  most  depth  on  the  2004  Eagle  defense. 


The  Deeensive  Line 

Lead  by  All-HAAC  defensive  tackle  Jerald  Groves  and  nose  guard 
Travis  Myers,  this  group  has  the  potential  to  dominate  the  HAAC 
this  season.  Jeremiah  West,  a three  year  starter  at  defensive  end, 
rounds  out  the  defensive  line.  This  group  had  a tremendous  off-  sea- 
son and  will  be  bigger,  stronger,  and  quicker  in  2004.  This  group 
may  lack  depth  but  is  the  most  talented  group  on  the  entire  team. 


The  Secondary 

All-HAAC  cornerbacks  Aaron  Jones  and  Steve  Miller  will  lead  the 
Eagle  secondary.  Jones  will  serve  as  the  defensive  quarterback  by 
converting  from  corner  to  free  safety.  Special  team  standout,  Sean 
Supplee,  will  take  over  the  duties  of  strong  safety  while  Leon 
Washington  and  Keith  Thompson  battle  it  out  for  playing  time  at 
the  other  corner  position.  Chris  Campbell  will  be  looking  for  play- 
ing time  somewhere  after  having  a very  productive  spring.  The 
defensive  backs  will  be  very  solid  in  2004. 
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Eagle  Special  Teams 


All-HAAC  place  kicker  Massimo  Scaccia  is  looking  to  increase  his  already  impressive  numbers.  Scaccia’s  longest  career  field 
goal  is  54  yards  with  punter  Matthew  Witcher  holding.  Scaccia  is  also  perfect  in  overtime  situations  with  two  game-winning 
kicks  in  his  career.  All-HAAC  punter  Matthew  Witcher  will  give  the  Eagles  the  edge  in  the  battle  for  field  position.  Besides  the 
kicking  game,  the  stand  out  unit  in  2003  was  the  kick  blocking  team.  Last  years  Eagles  blocked  ten  EC’s  and  punts  and  are  hun- 
gry for  more. 

The  Blockers  & Tacklers 

It  takes  special  people  to  play  on  the  Avila  special  teams.  With  play- 
ers like  Nick  Tebbe,  a tenacious  tackier  in  a crowd,  Tayne  Preno,  the 
wedge  buster  and  Keith  Thompson,  who  excels  at  corralling  runners 
in  the  open  field,  this  is  definitely  “Special  Teams.”  The  Eagles  must 
win  the  special  teams  battle  week  after  week  if  they  expect  to  com- 
pete with  the  top  HAAC  teams. 


2004  Eagle  Football  Schedule 


Date 

Opponent 

Time 

Location 

8/28 

Wheat  Bowl  vs.  Midland  Lutheran 

6:00  p.m. 

Ellinwood  KS 

9/4 

Central  Methodist* 

7:30  p.m. 

HOME 

9/11 

Missouri  Valley* 

7:00  p.m. 

Marshall  MO 

9/18 

Mid-America  Nazarene* 

7:30  p.m. 

HOME 

9/25 

Open  Date 

10/2 

Baker* 

2:00  p.m. 

Baldwin  City  KS 

10/9 

Culver-Stockton*  HOMECOMING 

1:30  p.m. 

HOME 

10/16 

Lindenwood* 

1:30  p.m. 

St.  Charles  MO 

10/23 

Benedictine* 

7:30  p.m. 

HOME 

10/30 

Graceland* 

1:30  p.m. 

Lamoni  lA 

11/6 

William  Jewell* 

1:30  p.m. 

HOME 

11/13 

Evangel* 

1:30  p.m. 

Springfield  MO 
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Avila  Eagles 


#1  Massimo  Scaccia 
Kicker/Punter 


#6  Ahmad  Ashkar 
Running  Back 


#11  Kevin  Fonderen 
Quarterback 


#16  Steve  Miller 
Defensive  Back 


#2  Anthony  Rigolizzo 
Outside  Linebacker 


#7  Brandon  Allen 
Quarterback 


#12  Kevin  Furderer 
Running  Back 


#17  Matthew  Witcher 
Kicker/Punter 


#8  Jeff  Stone 
Quarterback 


#18  Nick  Saviano 
Outside  Linebacker 


#4  Chadd  Rivera 
Quarterback 


#9  Brandon  Morgan 
Wide  Receiver 


#14  Jake  Benezette 
Quarterback 


#20  John  Garcia 
Defensive  Back 


#5  Xavier  Ramirez 
Defensive  Back 


#10  Troy  Bittner 
Quarterback 


#15  William  Perkins 
Wide  Receiver 


#21  Charlie  Kim 
Running  Back 


#27  Leon  Washington 
Defensive  Back 
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Avila  Eagles 


#33  Bo  Kobuszewski 
Tight  End 


#39  Brian  Poterbin 
Linebacker 


#34  Nick  Tebbe 
Linebacker 


#40  Spencer  Davis 
Offensive  Line 


#44  Curtis  Gwinn 
Running  Back 


#43  Kevin  Amos 
Linebacker 


#36  Troy  Bacon 
Offensive  Line 


#41  Matthew  Varner 
Defensive  Back 


#46  Justin  Foster 
Offensive  Line 


#37  Philip  Dean 
Running  Back 


#42  Jake  Dawson 
Tight  End 


#47  Travis  Myers 
Defensive  Line 


#38  Justin  Bracamonte 
Tight  End 


#43  Gavin  Fletchall 
Running  Back 


#49  Gary  Coates 
Linebacker 


#54  Mickey  Nolan 
Offensive  Line 


#55  Jason  Jardine 
Offensive  Line 


#57  Roger  Stark 
Offensive  Line 


#58  Micheal  Letchworth 
Linebacker 


#59  Michael  Regan 
Offensive  Line 


#60  Tayne  Preno 
Offensive  Line 


#61  Adam  Nolan  #63  Curtis  Webber  #64  Trevor  Krog  #65  John  Mulnix  #68  George  Joy 

Offensive  Line  Offensive  Line  Offensive  Line  Offensive  Line  Offensive  Line 
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Avila  Eagles 


#69  Celeccio  Hernandez 
Offensive  Line 


#70  Kevin  Larson 
Offensive  Line 


#72  James  Ryan  Vaughn 
Offensive  Line 


#75  Jeff  Crumley 
Offensive  Line 


#76  Chris  Bishop 
Offensive  Line 


#77  Ellis 
Offensive  Line 


#82  Kyle  Haysmer 
Wide  Receiver 


#90  Uche  Ukeagu 
Defensive  Line 


#78  Michael  Michalski 
Offensive  Line 


#83  Craig  Huffman 
Punter 


#91  Charles  Misher 
Defensive  Line 


#85  Jason  Dahlke 
Wide  Receiver 
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#92  Chris  Dukes 
Defensive  Line 


#80  Nickolas  Moe 
Wide  Receiver 


#88  Biran  Gros 
Wide  Receiver 


#93  Michael  Allen 
Defensive  Line 


#81  Colter  Nielson 
Tight  End 


#89  Matt  McKelvey 
Tight  End 


#94  Ian  Farrell 
Defensive  Line 


#98  Mohammad  Raduan 
Offensive  Line 


#99  Jerald  Groves 
Defensive  Line 


Score  An  Education 
With  UPS.  . . 


www.upsJobs.com 


DANCE 

Under  the  intense  direction  of  head 
coach  Cindy  Freeman,  the  Glitter  Girls 
feature  many  studio  trained  dancers 
with  both  competitive  and  professional 
experience.  The  dance  program’s  com- 
prehensive instruction  includes  strenu- 
ous physical  conditioning  and  intensive 
flexibility  and  technique  training  with 
the  goal  of  challenging  even  the  most 
experienced  and  talented  dancers  to 
continually  improve  and  refine  their 
dance  skills  and  technique. 


Avila  University  is  a dynamic.  Catholic 
four-year  liberal  arts  and  preprofes- 
sional university,  sponsored  and  founded 
by  the  Sisters  of  St.  Joseph  of 
Carondelet.The  University  offers  a broad 
range  of  studies — from  business  to  corpo- 
rate communication  and  allied  health,  just 
to  name  a few.  Avila  offers  nearly  40  under- 
graduate degree  programs  and  three  gradu- 
ate degree  programs,  many  of  which  were 
the  first  of  their  kind  in  the  Kansas  City 
area. 

For  example,  Avila  was  the  first  college 
in  the  Kansas  City  area  to  offer  programs  in 
nursing,  gerontology,  and  social  work.  We 
were  also  the  first — and  currently  only — 
four  year  Kansas  City  college  to  offer  a 
paralegal  program  approved  by  the 
American  Bar  Association.  We  are  one  of 
only  23  colleges  and  universities  in  the 
entire  country  that  offer  a four  - year  degree 
in  radiologic  technology.  We  also  offer  the 
only  accredited  bachelors  degree  in  social 
work  in  the  Kansas  City  area. 

Come  visit  the  campus  at  119th  and 
Wornall  Road  in  suburban  south  Kansas 
City  and  discover  even  more  surprises 
about  Avila  University! 


CHEER 

With  the  superb  guidance  of  head  coach  Jason 
Sack,  the  Eagles  have  developed  an  intensive  | 
and  comprehensive  training  program,  which 
includes  physical  conditioning,  and  stunt 
development.  The  AU  Cheerleaders  have  as 
their  goal  to  support  the  interscholastic  sports  : 
programs  and  the  promotion  of  school  spirit  as 
a whole.  They  strive  to  be  "good-will  ambas- 
sadors" of  the  University  and  of  the  communi- 
ty through  the  involvement  in  and  promotion 
of  programs  and  activities.  They  work  togeth- 
er to  attain  excellence  in  their  performance 
with  the  ultimate  goal  of  competition  at  the 
national  level. 


